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1 / 7 Rido/Shutterstock A mobile hotspot is basically your own personal Internet hub—created through your smartphone. With the touch of a few buttons, you can activate this feature on your Android or iPhone, creating a secure Internet connection for your laptop, tablet, or other phones that you allow to access it. Why is this such a big deal? You’ll
never have to scramble to find public, free Wi-Fi access again, which (aside from being a pain) can also leave your devices vulnerable to hackers. “Mobile hotspots are great to use to keep your information out of prying hands when you’re working remotely,” says Burton Kelso, a technology expert based in Kansas City, Missouri. Don’t miss these other
tricks to keep yourself from getting hacked online. There is one downside, though: Using your phone as a mobile hotspot (also called Wi-Fi tethering) will drain the life out of your battery, as well as eat up your data usage. While most plans allow usage in your monthly plan up to a specified limit, other plans do not, especially those with unlimited data.
As a result, you will have to add it as a feature and pay extra. But you can cut down costs as well as save your battery if you use this feature sparingly and only turn it on when you need it. So, how can you turn your smartphone into a mobile hotspot? It’s surprisingly simple, especially with these step-by-step directions from Kelso. 2 / 7 via iPhone First,
open the Settings app. Under Cellular, you will see either Personal Hotspot or Set Up Personal Hotspot. If you don’t have the option included in your plan, you’ll get a message telling you to contact your service provider. If you do, simply move the Personal Hotspot slider in the upper right-hand corner to On. You will know that the Personal Hotspot is
active when the slider turns green. You may get an alert if your Wi-Fi and Bluetooth are off. It is recommended that you turn them back on. If you don’t, you will only be able to connect to your hotspot via USB cable. Kelso also stresses the importance of noting your Wi-Fi hotspot name and Wi-Fi password. You’ll need this information to connect your
computer or other smart devices to your hotspot. Once you turn on your personal hotspot, you can navigate to your computer to connect wirelessly to your phone. If you work on Windows, see the next slide. If you’re on a Mac, jump ahead. Are you loving this tech trick? Here are 17 more hidden iPhone hacks you never knew about. 3 / 7
sukiyaki/Shutterstock On your computer screen, click the Network icon located in the bottom right-hand corner. Find your Wi-Fi Hotspot Name and click on it. Normally, your wireless hotspot name is the name of your iPhone. Ensure that Connect Automatically is ticked, and then click Connect. Enter your Wi-Fi password. Click OK to finish. 4 / 7
MaddyZ/Shutterstock Click on the AirPort/Wi-Fi icon located in the upper right of your Mac. If your Wi-Fi is off, choose the option to turn it on. Once your Wi-Fi is on, find the name of your Wi-Fi hotspot and click on it to connect. You will be prompted for the password to connect to your Wi-Fi hotspot. Once you enter your password, you will be
connected. Are you thinking of switching from an iPhone to an Android? Check out these 5 things Androids can do that iPhones can’t. 5 / 7 via Android Setting this up on an Android is slightly trickier, says Kelso, because there are several configuration settings for Wi-Fi hotspots on these phones. The following instructions are for standard Android
settings on Google Pixel and Samsung Galaxy devices. Other Android devices may require different instructions. When you’re on the home screen of your smartphone, press the Menu button, then go to Settings. In the Settings screen, go to Wireless & Networks. If you have a Samsung smartphone, tap Connections, then go to Mobile Hotspot and
Tethering. Hit the Mobile Hotspot toggle switch to on. Your smartphone is now a mobile hotspot and you will get an alert letting you know that it is activated. Now you can navigate to your computer to connect wirelessly to your phone. In addition to turning your Android into a mobile hotspot, here are 13 other hidden Android hacks you never knew
about. 6 / 7 Kondoruk/Shutterstock On your computer screen, click the Network icon in the bottom right-hand corner. Find your Wi-Fi Hotspot Name and click on it. This is generally the name of your phone. Ensure that Connect Automatically is ticked, and then click Connect. Enter your Wi-Fi password, and hit OK to finish. On a lighter note, here are
some funny Wi-Fi names that are sure to make you laugh. 7 / 7 Krisda/Shutterstock Click on the AirPort/Wi-Fi icon located in the upper right of your Mac. If your Wi-Fi is set to off, choose the option to turn it on. Once your Wi-Fi is on, find the name of your Wi-Fi hotspot and click on it to connect. You will be prompted for the password. Once you enter
it, you will be connected. Is your computer running slow? Here are 10 tricks to make your computer run faster. Originally Published: October 04, 2019 It’s not always easy to find reliable Wi-Fi on the go, especially if you’re looking for a secure, private connection. Public Wi-Fi networks can leave you vulnerable to hackers and create privacy issues if
you’re viewing sensitive data. But if you have an Android smartphone in your pocket, you’re just a few steps away from having a private, personal Wi-Fi hotspot. All smartphones running Android 2.2 or later have built-in hotspot capabilities, but some carriers might limit access to the feature depending on your wireless plan. Also, your smartphone
might run a slightly different version of Android depending on your device –few devices carry stock Android, instead applying a proprietary interface, like Samsung TouchWiz. So some of these steps might look slightly different on your device. First check with your mobile carrier The first step is to check with your mobile carrier — some companies
impose data limits, or will ask you to purchase an additional plan. Verizon includes mobile hotspot access for no additional charge on most plans, but some plans require an additional fee or charge you if you exceed your data limits. AT&T also includes hotspot access in most of its plans, with charges if you go over your monthly data limits. T-Mobile
charges $14.99 per month for mobile hotspot access, allowing you to connect up to five devices at a time. Sprint includes mobile hotspot access into some — but not all — of its plans; if you go over the allotted data amount, you won’t be charged extra, but it switches from 4G LTE to 2G connectivity. Once you have confirmed that you can use your
iPhone as a mobile hotspot with your wireless plan, follow the steps below. Step 1 On your home screen, tap settings > wireless & networks. Step 2 Look for “Portable Wi-Fi Hotspot” and tap the check mark, or toggle the slide bar, next to the option. (On some devices, you may need to tap “more” to expand the list of options under the wireless &
networks category.) Step 3 Tap on “Wi-Fi hotspot settings” or “Configure Wi-Fi hotspot.” Depending on your device, your hotspot settings might be named something slightly different. Here, you can see the default password for your mobile hotspot. Note: Within these settings, you can also change the password, rename the network SSID, adjust
security settings and manage other devices connected to your hotspot. Step 4 Open the Wi-Fi settings on the device you want to connect, and find your Android hotspot on the list of available networks. The name of your hotspot will be the same as the Network SSID under your hotspot settings. Step 5 Decide if you want to connect your device to your
Android hotspot using Wi-Fi, Bluetooth or USB. Connecting via Wi-Fi Go to the Wi-Fi settings on the device you want to tether to your Android device. Look for your network, which will be the same as the Network SSID name under your hotspot settings. Tap the network name and connect using the password you created in step 3. Connecting via
Bluetooth Turn on the Bluetooth setting on the device you want to connect. Go to the settings on your Android device and select “Bluetooth.” Find the device you want to connect, and select it to pair. You might see a code appear on your tablet or notebook — you will need to enter that into your Android device to connect. Connecting via USB Using
the USB cable that came with your Android device, plug it into your Mac or PC. Choose your network from the list of Wi-Fi networks on your computer. Disconnecting devices To see what devices are connected to your hotspot, you can head back into your hotspot settings to see a list of connected devices and disconnect devices one by one. Or, you
can simply turn off your hotspot, and all devices will disconnect immediately. Tracking data If you’re worried about going over your monthly data limit, you can check your monthly data usage on your Android smartphone under settings > data usage. Alternatively, you can always log into your Verizon, Sprint, T-Mobile or AT&T account to see how
much data you have left. Alternative for Samsung users If you have multiple Samsung devices, you can share your hotspot capabilities instantly using Samsung Flow. Similar to Apple’s “Instant Hotpsot” feature, sharing your hotspot through Samsung Flow only works between Samsung devices. Always make sure you review your plan’s data limits, so
you know how much you will be charged if you go over. Once you activate your Wi-Fi Hotspot, you will see a message in your notification bar. Make sure to set a strong password to keep your hotspot secure, especially if you are using it in a public place. Using your phone as a hotspot will drain your battery faster, especially if you connect wirelessly,
so you’ll want to make sure you can charge your phone if necessary. Related Video If you’re traveling with a tablet or notebook, it can be difficult to find a reliable, secure Wi-Fi network. But if you have your iPhone and a strong 4G signal, you have instant access to a personal hotspot — letting you bypass weak, insecure or slow public Wi-Fi networks.
All the latest models of the iPhone — since the iPhone 3G — have built-in hotspot capabilities. Follow these steps to turn on your iPhone’s mobile hotspot, and never be without Wi-Fi again. First check with your mobile carrier The first step is to check with your mobile carrier — some companies impose data limits, or they will ask you to purchase an
additional plan. Verizon includes mobile hotspot access for no additional charge on most plans — but some plans require an additional fee you if you exceed your data limits. AT&T also includes hotspot access in most of its plans, with charges if you go over your monthly data limits. T-Mobile charges $14.99 per month for mobile HotSpot access,
allowing you to connect up to five devices at a time. While Sprint includes mobile hotspot access into some of its plans; if you go over the allotted data amount, you won’t be charged extra, but it switches from 3G to 2G connectivity. [ Related story: How to use your Android device as a mobile hotspot ] Once you have confirmed with your mobile carrier
that you can use your iPhone as a mobile hotspot, follow the steps below. Step 1 Go into your iPhone settings and tap “Personal Hotspot.” Step 2 Toggle the switch to “ON.” (Alternatively, you can go into your settings > cellular, and find the option to turn your hotspot on) Step 3 Create a password by tapping “Wi-Fi Password.” Step 4 Decide if you
want to tether your device to your iPhone using Wi-Fi, Bluetooth or USB. Connecting via Wi-Fi Go to the Wi-Fi settings on the device you want to tether to the iPhone, and find the connection listed as “iPhone.” Connect to the network using the password you created in step 2. Connecting via Bluetooth Turn on the Bluetooth setting on the device you
want to connect. Go to the settings on your iPhone and select “Bluetooth.” Find the device you want to connect, and select it to pair. You might see a code appear on your tablet or notebook — you will need to enter that into your iPhone to connect. Connecting via USB Using the USB cable that came with your iPhone, plug it into your Mac or PC.
Choose iPhone from the list of Wi-Fi networks on your computer. Disconnecting devices If you want to disconnect devices, you can simply turn off your Personal Hotspot, turn off your Bluetooth or unplug the USB cable. Alternative for Apple users If you want to share your connection between multiple iOS devices associated with your account, an
“Instant Hotspot” feature is already built into your iPhone. With Apple’s Continuity feature, devices running iOS 8 or later can share a mobile connection with any of your other devices instantly, without turning on your personal hotspot. Always make sure you review your plan’s data limits, so you know how much you will be charged if you go over.
Once connected, the status bar on your iPhone will turn blue, and will display the number of devices that are using your Wi-Fi network. Make sure to set a strong password to keep your hotspot secure, especially if you are using it in a public place. Using your phone as a hotspot will drain your battery faster, especially if you connect wirelessly, so
you’ll want to make sure you can charge your iPhone if necessary. Checking your data usage If you’re worried about going over your allotted monthly data, you can check on your data usage under settings > cellular directly on your iPhone. Alternatively, you can log into your Verizon, AT&T, Sprint or T-Mobile account and see how much data you have
left for the month.
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